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INFORMAL ECONOMY: Why do 
the world’s regions and people 
specialize in different types of 
economic activities? Why are 
certain types of economy more 
clustered in certain types of 
geographic regions?  

 

IDEA OF SUNK COSTS???? 

 Identify how different 
types of economic activities 
performed at different 
locations in the world 
shape (and reshape) their 
social, economic & cultural 
landscapes.  

 Compare/contrast how and 
why economic activities 
vary from region to region. 

 Critically analyze the 
processes of economic 
activities at local, regional, 
national and global scales. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course investigates the spatial distribution 
of economic activities and their production and consumption patterns and 
processes at different scales of geography -- local, regional and global, and 
how that creates varied levels of economic development or 
underdevelopment at different scales of geography. Economic activities 
increasingly take place across national borders, through production and 
consumption of goods, services, information, technology and labor. This 
course will familiarize students with basic terms, concepts and theories 
practiced in economic geography and will engage them in discussions on 
glocal economic concepts such as Fordism, Post-Fordism, Modernism, 
Post-modernism, Rostow’s Theory, etc. so that they can critically analyze 
economic activities performed in various parts of the world, and how they 
are interconnected with each other. This will help them understand how 
the economic and production systems such as agriculture, construction, 
manufacturing, and service activities across regions, sub-regions, cities, 
and metropolitan statistical areas within US and in other parts of the 
world are interconnected and intertwined with each other that sustain the 
global economic system. Upon completion of this course, students will be 
able to understand and appreciate patterns in world’s economic 
landscapes, and their relationships and interactions with institutions 
(economic, social and political) at local, regional, national and 
international scales. This course will help students examine critical 
questions concerning economic activities and how they affect the socio-
cultural spaces around us – within our local communities, as well as at 
other scales. 
 

 
Hmmm …….. Spatial & Gender Division of Labor?????? 
 Identify/understand how the socio-economic characteristics 

and skills associated with human beings residing in different 
regions of the world relate with their economic engagement of 
certain types and vice-versa that also creates a distinct spatial 
division of labor.   

 Describe how the production and consumption of commodities 
along with the flow of goods and services have re-defined space 
and created spaces of uneven economic development.  

 


